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‘“The Albert B. Sabin
Vaccine Institute

ecent eXperience nstructs that our eucrmous suce )mbazing deacly

and debilitating diseases with vaceines has created « sew vulnerabilitv in

our soclety. A few decades ago. people feared 'woho a disease that kifled
or paraivzed as many as helf a million people a vear. When polio vaceines
became available. millions of people lined up o get ot within hours of ils approval.
Children today know about polio oniy as a piece of history, not a fact of lite.
Vieasles kills about one million children a vear arcund the world, but Americans
feel secure because immurization hes effectiv elv wiped it out in the 'J.S.

Perhaps because we do not aow live with the risk o o etti;g diseases such as pelic
and measles, society a0ow lcoks at risk through a different lens. Thus. wher
someone with academic credentials or 2 government body raises the possibifiny
that there might be a verv small risk of a serious acverse reaction to a vaccine.
peopie react. Or overreact. Some do not wait for “he studizs t0 be conducted or
the firal judgements o be rendered. Many siop geming vaccinated.

Recent evidence comes from Wales, in the United in gdun. whers media
coverage 0 msuhmnr,at q 1estiens about the safery of T‘-‘J\x\.\ mumps and
ruoella vaceine triggered 2 13%, Geti ine in the f'*‘cc';.;..o- raz2. Closer to home,
last summer's very public recommendar “m loncerning hmc'\sal prompted 79%,
of hespitals to changc their pelicies of untversail administort ng he p&:ms B
vaceine to newborns of hepatitis B surface antigen negative mothers” In both of
@""‘\ : these cases, conceras about risks that all availshic svidence wells us were sither

ounded or extremely remote. respectivel led seople ard institutions %o take
actions with much figher and proven risk - leaving peosle urprotected from and
vulnerable to diseases.

‘this is my core message 1o vou today. You have & very big responsibility,

working with an impor ant “ederal ageney o protext the public’s health. And
pubiic health is best served oy kesping risk issues n prudent perspective.
])’/‘e"hr’us diseases pose a real threar to pubiic health, and vaccines protect peopie

iom thar threar. Universal immunization has c:d‘ “he number of measies casss in
the U.S. by 99.9 %5. We have eradicated polic and s .r_-upo*' On the other hand
lack of universal immunization for influenza leaves millions unprotected with Lna
result that 30,000 Americans die from influenza and its complications each vear’

LUK New: spaper Camzaign Hit Vaceine Fates,” Reuters Health, Julv 3, 2000
‘”W study as repertad in Jrfecticus Disease News, June 200¢.

> The (ickal ‘nfactious Disease Thraat ard Irs Implicanioas for 2 nited States, Naticnal Intalligence
Coureil, Jaruary 2000, p. §
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Hepatitis B is 100 times mcre infectious than 21V, the virus that causes AIDS.
Over 1.2 million Americans are chronically infzcted with hepatitis B. a major
cause of liver cancer and cirrhosis. Most do not know thev are infected, so they
unknowingly spread it to others. including their own family members. leading w0 a
stealth epidemic. More than one billion doses of hepatitis B vaccine have been
adminisiered worldwide. All the available evidence indicates it is safe and
effective. All of us should be combining our efforts to continue to assure the
safety of this important vaccine and to raise immunization rates.

Biil Gates, whose name is synonymous with compuling #nd the information
revoluticn, says that vaccines are one of the tivo mest impertant technelogies
developed in the 20™ century hecause they have saved 'iterally miilions and
millions of lives. He may have the century wrong but the concept is righs.
Vaccines are the cornerstone of sound public heaith policv. Let that fundamental
tact inform our perspective.

The Albert B. Sabin is a nonprofir educational aind reszarch mstitute. Its mission
Is i¢ save lives by stimularing development of new vaccines and mcreasing
immunization rates. The Instirute 's headquarters is in New Canaan. Comn. For
mere information, visit www.sa®;

n.crg.



